
Trailer Preventative 
Maintenance Inspection



A

SAFETY

ÅBEFORE PROCEEDING, YOU MUST READ AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE FOLLOWING SAFETY RULES.

ÅAs a participant in this program, you must follow these important safety rules.

ÅRemove all jewelry from hands, arms and ears.

Å Always wear safety glasses.

Å Apply lock-out tag-out procedures.

ÅChock rear driver-side outer wheel in front and in rear of tire.

ÅRemove keys from tractor unless you are cracking or testing.

ÅDo not place tools on or around batteries.

Å Before working on electrical circuitry, disconnect the battery ground.



MAIN GOALS OF PMI

ÅTrailer must meet or exceed D.O.T standers out lined 
in 393 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations handbook.

ÅTrailer needs to make it a minimum of 6 months with 
out being in the shop.

ÅTo give drivers the ability to deliver freight on time 
and keep your customers coming back.



Begin PMI

Gather all the tools that will be used to perform inspection

Pm sheet and additional comments sheet.

Torque wrench capable of reaching 450-500 Ft. lbs.

King pin test tool and flat bar.

Jack, jack stands, and a dial indicator. 

Tread Depth Gauge

Air Pressure Gauge

Tape Measure

ETC.



Section 1: Front Wall



Gladhands 

ÅHow to Inspect:

ÅInspect both front Gladhands for good 
overall condition, proper mounting, air 
leaks, and proper hose connections

ÅInspect both front Gladhand seal orifices 
for corrosion and debris. Remove the 
gladhand from the system before cleaning 
to prevent air system contamination. 
ÅClean as needed using a small wire brush
ÅLube glad-hand seal mounting orifice with 

a thin coat of white lube.



Replace 
Gladhand 
Seals



FRONT AND SIDE 
PLACARDS

ÅInspect the overall condition and 
mounting of each placard and holder

ÅEnsure all placards are legible

ÅInspect the condition of all lock clips



Inspect: Registration, 
Registration Holder, & 
Registration Older 
Gasket

How to Inspect:

ÅInspect holder for secure 
mounting, overall 
condition of box, lid, and 
seal. (must be water tight)

ÅEnsure registration is in 
the box and legible



Front Light Receptacle and Wiring 
from Receptacle to Bulkhead

ÅHow to Inspect:

ÅVisually Inspect the receptacle lid for cord locking 
tab

ÅVisually Inspect the hold down springs for the lid

ÅInspect all electrical pins for wear and overall 
condition

ÅInspect the mounting of the front receptacle box

ÅInspect the harness running from the box to the 
bulkhead for proper securement and wire integrity



Inspect Front 
Clearance Lights



Exterior Condition

ÅInspect:

ÅOverall appearance, paint, skin 
condition.

ÅCondition of all decals

ÅCorner caps

ÅSkins

ÅFront Header



Exterior Condition 
Continued

ÅHow To Inspect:

ÅInspect all rivets for looseness.

ÅInspect the overall appearance, paint, skin 
condition.

ÅInspect for excessive rust and corrosion. 

ÅInspect the condition of all decals and proper 
numbering (no patches in decal area).

ÅInspect the corner caps, skins, front header for 
cracks, damage and proper sealing. 

Note: All sections of the trailer including upper and lower 
rails, roof, sidewalls, front wall, rear doors and fasteners 
are critical to the structural integrity of the vehicle.


